
USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) is the second Mercy Class hospital ship to join the fleet.  She was delivered to the Navy on Dec. 1, 1987, and assigned to the Military Sealift Command to operate.  Technical control of the Medical Treatment Facility is exercised by the Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.  Comfort is crewed by civilian mariners, and her embarked Medical Treatment Facility is staffed by Navy military personnel. 
          Comfort is the third ship to bear the name. Previous Comforts (AH-3 & AH-6) distinguished themselves in service during the world wars.  AH-6 operated throughout World War II with a Navy crew and Army medical personnel and was awarded two battle stars. 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT COMFORT
· Comfort is designed to receive 200 patients each day (most by by helo, some by sea) and has a bed capacity of up to 1, 000 beds.

· Comfort is about as long as three football fields (894 feet).

· The structure is equivalent to a 10 story building, and the distance from the mast to the water line is 124 feet when the ship is fully loaded.

· Comfort's propeller weighs 53 tons and is designed to offset a displacement of 39,000 tons of water as the ship moves through the sea.

· The 35,000 tons of sea water used to stabilize the ship weigh more than the ship itself.

· Each arm of the nine red crosses is 27 feet long.

· Four distilling plants turn 300,000 gallons of sea water a day into fresh water.

· COMFORT has 12 OR’s that can run at the same time, two 40- bed ICU’s and 2 wards (medical and surgical) with up to 400 beds each.

· Comfort has ten life boats (two capable of evacuating 105 people and eight capable of evacuating 112 people, including 16 litter patients per life boat) and 84 life rafts, each capable of evacuating 25 people.

· Blanket warmers, large medical heating units, are used to warm sheets and blankets for patients and to heat sterile water and medical solutions for patients who undergo surgery.

· The nine elevators can carry 25 ambulatory patients or six patients on stretchers.

· Two oxygen-producing plants take regular air, compress it and run it through a refrigeration unit.  The unit then separates it into liquid oxygen at minus 297.3 degrees Fahrenheit and liquid nitrogen at minus 320.5 degrees Fahrenheit.  The nitrogen is dispensed back to the system.  The liquid oxygen is stored in one of two 500 gallon storage tanks where it can be heated to produce pure oxygen to refill oxygen cylinders or to supply piped oxygen to acute care areas.
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CREST 
 
The red cross and life preserver allude to the ship’s mission with the ropes of the preserver forming two X’s indicating the ship’s hull number.  The demi-sun symbolizes the Kamikaze attack on the previous USS Comfort (AH-6).  The dolphins, known as the sailor’s friend, are each charged with a star to commemorate the two battle stars received in World War Ii by USS Comfort.  The translation of the Latin words is "Care of the sick on the Sea" 

Comfort Field Trip for Continuity Clinic

Quiz:

1. How many ships have been named COMFORT? ______

2. How long is the ship? _____

3. How many hospital beds does she have? ________

4. How many OR’s? ________

5. How many lifeboats? _________

6. Does she have any elevators for patients? ______

7. The crest of the ship has a rising sun. Why?? _______________________

8. How are most casualties going to arrive onboard? ___________________

BONUS question once on board: What was the previous name of this ship before she was  converted to the USNS COMFORT ?  (Hint: look around the mess deck walls).

You are on a humanitarian mission to a developing nation devastated by a natural disaster. 

1. As a pediatrician, what diseases should you prepare for?

2. What supplies would you need?

3. Onboard, where would you set up your medical treatment facilities to triage, treat, and manage children? 

4. Describe the movement of patients on the COMFORT.  If a patient arrives by helo, and needs triage, decontamination, emergency care, an operation and then recovery, what areas of the ship would he/she pass through to accomplish all this?  List below.

5. What areas of expertise could you offer the MTF commander as a pediatrician assigned to the COMFORT?

6. In the last conflict (Operation Iraqi Freedom) that involved the COMFORT, what do you think were the five most common diagnoses seen by the pediatrician? 
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