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	Scholarly Requirement and Research Elective
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In October 1999, the Policy and Curriculum Committee of the NCC Pediatrics Residency Program agreed to the following policy for all residents in accordance with the Pediatric RRC Requirement IV.B.2 and IV.B.3.  The policy was amended and approved by the Policy & Curriculum meeting in July 2011.

“Residents in the NCC Pediatrics Residency Program shall complete a scholarly project as a prerequisite to graduation beginning with the intern class of 1999-2000.  A scholarly project is defined as an extensive written literature review and presentation, a case report with a written literature review, survey research, educational research, clinical research, outcomes research, or bench research.  All residents will submit a written proposal of their intended scholarly project no later than the end of the PGY-2 year to the Program Director who will forward the proposal to the Residency Scholarship Oversight Committee (SOC).  The SOC will review the proposal and offer guidance if necessary.  Residents must provide a record of their scholarly project (e.g. abstract, literature review, Institutional Review Board application, or manuscript) to the Program Director for inclusion in their residency portfolio.  Residents will present their research in a presentation suitable for a platform presentation at one of the annual Resident Research Days during their three years of residency.  Although publication or presentation at a major meeting is highly encouraged, this is not a ‘mandatory requirement.’  In addition to invited research forums such as national meetings, residents are encouraged to present their scholarly projects at the National Capital Area Military Research Competition and USUHS Research Day to the local pediatric community.

Opportunities to conduct some type of scholarly activity would be introduced in the PL-1 year with a completion date at or before graduation.  It is anticipated that PL-1’s will use their year to meet with staff and formulate ideas for projects.  In their PL-2 year, residents can firm up those plans into project timelines and begin work on the project.  During the PL-2 or PL-3 year, dedicated research time will be granted to residents within RRC guidelines for residents to do significant amounts of work on a project if desired or needed.  It is expected that the project should be completed by the time the resident graduates.”

The following are the goals and objectives of a research elective:

Objective: To provide pediatric residents a single protected period of 4 weeks dedicated to a project that may fulfill the residency program’s scholarly requirement.

Requirements: The resident MUST
· Obtain approval for the elective from the resident’s advisor and the Program Director at least 4 months in advance of the start date

· Designate a faculty research mentor who will be willing to oversee the project and provide an evaluation

· Contact the Residency SOC at least two months before the beginning of the proposed rotation for feasibility and timeline review

· Meet at least weekly during the rotation with the research mentor to chart progress

This work may be done at any of our affiliated institutions (WRNMMC, USUHS, NIH, or WRAIR).  During this elective, residents will continue to meet all educational and administrative requirements including attendance at morning report and morning conferences, attendance at weekly continuity clinics, attendance at twice-monthly grand rounds, attendance at checkout when on-call, and additional duties as required by the program director.
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