Consults

Pediatricians are primary care managers.  As efforts to contain the costs of health care increase, use of subspecialty consultants will be closely examined and monitored.  It is a goal of residency training to learn to effectively use subspecialty consultants.  In consulting subspecialty services it is important that you:

· Carefully consider why you are consulting the subspecialist.

· Provide the subspecialist with as much information as you can about your patient.

· Ask the subspecialist specific questions.

· Indicate how the subspecialist can reach you after the evaluation (pager, phone number, etc).

· Indicate whether you would like to continue to follow the patient after the consultation.

· Ask for explanation of why tests, procedures, treatments are recommended if you do not understand.

The better questions you ask of a consultant, the better answers you will get and the easier it will be for you to manage your patients in the long run.

