Clinicopathologic Conferences

CPC's are presented by PL-3's to the department over the course of the year.  The objectives of CPC's are: 1) to provide PL-3's with a chance to analyze an unknown case, formulate a differential diagnosis, demonstrate analytical thinking skills, and present a cogent discussion to the entire department, and 2) to demonstrate pathologic correlation to the clinical aspects of disease.  

PL-3's receive a case summary 1-2 months in advance of their presentation date.  Case histories will include all the information that the patient or parents would be expected to provide to a general pediatrician.  The resident will review the case, comment as needed on the care provided to the patient, formulate a differential diagnosis, arrive at a likely diagnosis based on the information provided, and present a discussion of the case to the department.  The discussion should focus on development of a differential diagnosis, the most likely disease entity, and the process of narrowing down the differential diagnosis.   Aspects of management or therapy may be included in the discussion.   Residents can utilize any resources (including staff) in formulating their discussion, but should not expect staff to provide them with "the answer" to their case.  The emphasis in this exercise is more on the thinking process than the answer itself.  After the resident has presented the discussion, a pathologist will discuss the pathologic findings and the final diagnosis.   Finally a staff member will discuss pertinent aspects of the presentation, differential diagnosis and therapy of the case.

CPC Format:

case presentation

  5 minutes

resident discussion

20 minutes

pathological review

10-20 minutes

pediatric staff discussion 
15 minutes

· Staff responsibilities: provide a case history that has sufficient information to allow formulation of a reasonable differential diagnosis; the case should be available for the resident 6-8 weeks in advance of the conference; an emphasis should be placed on choosing cases for which there is pathologic correlation.

If the date must be changed, notify Drs. Stocker, Chief Resident, and Mr. Fred Copeman (WRAMC) of the date to avoid AM conference conflicts and allow time to reserve the telemedicine equipment

Plan the pathologic review and the staff discussion with COL Thomas Stocker 

(295-3480)

· Prepare copies of the CPC for distribution the morning of the conference
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